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*an almost complete set of reproductions as close to the originals as
modern science and skill could make them, of what is perhaps the
greatest artistic wonder of Asia/

Besides the cave-temples of Ajanta, the Nizam's Dominions
possess more monuments of the Buddhist faith, among which the
chaityas (cave temples) and vihdras (monastic cells) of Elura (Ellora),
Pitalkhora, Ghatotkach and Aurangabad are pre-eminent either for
their antiquity or for the style of their architecture and beauty of
sculpture. The cave-temples of Pitalkhora and Ghatotkach were in
a sad state of neglect, being covered with rank vegetation and filled
up with silt which had accumulated through rainwater. The
columns and friezes had decayed to such an extent that there was
a danger of the rock-roof falling down. These relics have now been
thoroughly cleaned, and neat props have been built for their safety.
The Buddhist monuments of Elura and Aurangabad have also
received a large share of attention; not only have they been cleared
of debris and repaired, but footpaths have been laid out and steps
constructed so that access to them may be easy.

What has been done for Buddhist monuments has been done in
an equal measure and with strict impartiality for the relics of other
faiths, whether they be Hindu and Jain shrines or Muslim mosques,
tombs and palaces. To begin with the Hindu monuments, men-
tion must be made first of the great rock-hewn temple of Kailasa,
the porch of which was crumbling to decay and has been rescued
by the insertion of a steel frame outwardly covered by cement
plaster of a neutral tint to match the rock surface. The other Brah-
manical temples Ravan-ki-kai, Dumar Lena, Ramesvara and Das
Avatara, all of which are at Elura, have been thoroughly repaired,
and modern accretions, which disfigured the interiors of these mag-
nificent monuments, have been removed.

Among the mediaeval temples of this faith, much attention has